A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
century one may say that it  had  become in England uni-
versal.
There entered into the popularity of these new conceptions
in England a large element of patriotism. Two Englishmen
Darwin and his interpreter of genius, Huxley, had founded
the new creed, and it is remarkable that when, in the twentieth
century, the doctrine of Natural Selection fell more and more
into disfavour with the scientific thought of Europe, England
remained the one society where it was still most vigorously
maintained. To this day numbers of even highly educated
Englishmen are astonished when they hear that the doctrine
of Natural Selection is moribund abroad.
The general effect of the whole movement was to dissolve the
old English Biblical Protestantism, which had been the spiritual
strength of the country throughout the nineteenth century,
and the effects of that great spiritual revolution are still pro-
ceeding.
The Social Structure and the Monarchy. During these
same last fifteen years of Queen Victoria's reign the social
structure, and with it the political position of the monarchy,
were also in process of transformation. The aristocratic spirit,
side by side with the national attitude towards religion, had
during the Queen's reign stood firm—it was inherited from the
seventeenth century, when the landed aristocracy had taken
over government from the King, and the new commercial for-
tunes founded on the Industrial Revolution were easily merged
in the governing class; the public schools in their great nine-
teenth-century extension were the seminaries of that class,
training it and giving it its character. Its rule remained un-
questioned. Up to the end of Queen Victorians reign the change
in this spirit, though profound, had shown little external ex-
pression, but what was already beginning and was to become
apparent in the next century was a weakening in the isolation
and security of the gentry. New fortunes, not acquired slowly
in commerce but rapidly by speculation, had their effect, and
so had the corresponding sudden losses of fortune which accom-
panied the speculative spirit. Meanwhile the immense growth
of the great towns, in which the people were quite cut off from
the influence of the gentry, did its work, and the decline of
agricultural England, which was the stronghold of the aristocratic
spirit, pushed the change yet farther.
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